The following document is designed as a first preliminary introduction for general use. Later documents will be more detailed and individually tailed for each specific audience – alumni, foundations, educational institutions, corporations, philanthropists, NGOs, governments, etc. 

WSDC Ltd. and the World Schools Debating Championships
Debating is a time-honored means of conducting civilized discourse on any topic under the sun. For hundreds of years it has been the central mode of expression in many of the world’s parliaments, but especially in the English-speaking nations, and has now spread across the globe where it is practiced in virtually all languages. It is universally recognized as a primary tool in developing public speaking skills, rhetoric and oratory and as such plays a major role in citizen empowerment and inclusivity, confidence building, promoting and advancing democracy, international understanding and free speech.

Debating is taught and practiced in schools and universities throughout the world, and such debating institutions have won international renown and prestige and have produced some of the greatest orators and public speakers in history. Nevertheless, the first competitive World Universities Debating Championships were only held in Scotland in 1981.

The first schools championships were held in Australia in 1988 with the participation of just six countries (Australia, New Zealand, Canada, USA, England and Hong Kong) and since then they have been held annually in 16 countries, with the participation of some 50 nations. (The competition recognizes as separate entities England, Scotland, Wales, Northern Ireland and Hong Kong as well as several dependencies such as Bermuda.) In 1998 the Championships were held for the first time in a non-English speaking country (Israel) and subsequent competitions have stretched across the globe from Calgary to Seoul, from Stuttgart to Wellington, from Lima to Singapore, from Cardiff to Athens. The 2010 competition in Qatar will be the first to be held in an Arab nation. In 2011, the championships will take place in Dundee, Scotland.
In 2008, the member nations of the Championships voted to create an international charitable organization to regulate and promote school debating worldwide. The new corporation, WSDC, Ltd., based in London, has four major aims: to encourage and advance the education of young people in acquiring communications skills; to promote excellence in debating in the English language by means of the annual World Schools Debating Championships; to encourage debating competitions in other countries and areas and in different debating styles and languages, and to promote international understanding and free speech through debating. Among other tasks will be compiling a database of alumni, the development of debating resources and materials, carrying out surveys on the extent and effectiveness of debating worldwide, etc.  
To date, 42 of the more than 50 countries who have participated in the championships have joined WSDC Ltd, the competition’s corporate body and international charitable organization. The directors of WSDC Ltd. serve for a period of three years and are chosen by vote of all participating nations at the charity’s Annual General Meeting which takes place in the hosting city during each Championship. WSDC, Ltd. works in close cooperation with the Executive Committee, the task of which is to advise and help each hosting nation on matters relating to debating and WSDC rules. Executive Committee members are elected at the Council Annual General Meeting and serve for one year.  Andrea:You may to choose to omit this. I think it should be included.
The current office holders are as follows:

World School Debating Championships, Ltd.

The Charity

Directors:
Andrea Coomber (Australia), Chair

P.J.Garcia (Phillipines)

Andrew Goodman (England) 

James Probert (England), Company Secretary

Yuri Romanenkov (Lithuania 

Claire Ryan (New Zealand)

Asher Weill (Israel) 

WSDC

Executive Committee:
Claire Ryan (New Zealand), Chair

Sherria Ayuandini (Indonesia)
Taimur Bandey (Pakistan) 
Geetha Creffield (Singapore)
Hayah Eichler (Israel)

Bethan James (Wales)
Karin Kase (Estonia)
Irene McGrath (Scotland)
Richard Wafer (Ireland)
Address:
WSDC Company Secretary

Dartmouth House

37, Charles Street

London 
Registered charity  (status to be applied for)
For more details about the World Schools Debating Championships, please visit the website:

http://www.schoolsdebate.com
