SO YOU’D LIKE TO COME TO WSDC? YOU’RE WELCOME!!

Hello! If you are reading this document, it means you are interested in WSDC and that’s a great start. My name is Claire Ryan, I come from New Zealand and I am currently the chairperson of the Executive Committee of WSDC Ltd. In this document, I will outline a few of the basic details about WSDC Ltd and its annual tournament in the hope that your interest will develop into actually attending a WSDC championship. Feel free to contact me on tautoru@xtra.co.nz if you have any questions.
 

What is WSDC Ltd?
WSDC Ltd is an international, not-for-profit company with the following aims:
 

a) to encourage and advance the education of young people in communication skills through conducting debating events;
b) to achieve excellence in debating by young people through annually conducting the World Schools Debating Championships;
c) to promote international understanding and free speech through debating to help young people develop their capabilities that they may grow to full maturity as individuals and members of society.
 

Every year, WSDC Ltd holds an international championship in which one team of school students from each participating nation debates against teams of other young people from all over the world.  Over the last 5 years, the annual championship has been held in Germany (2004), Canada (2005), Wales (2006), Republic of Korea (2007), the USA (2008) and Greece (2009.)

In 2010, it will be held in Qatar and in 2011, Scotland. 
 

What does the WSDC international debating championship involve?
Team

Every nation is entitled to enter one team of between 3 and 5 debaters aged 14-19. This means they must be over 14 and under 19 on the first day of the Championships which in 2010 is 9 February 2010. 
Debaters must either be current secondary school-level students, or have graduated from a secondary school no more than 6 months before the championship begins. If they have already graduated, they must not be registered for a tertiary-level education course which begins on or before the opening day of the championship (which in 2010 is 9 February 2010.)
Team coach and team manager
The team must be accompanied by an adult team coach aged 19 or older and an adult team manager aged 19 or older. The coach and the team manager can be the same person.   

Debating

All teams participate in 8 preliminary rounds debates against teams from other nations, after which the 16 best-performing teams move on to the knock-out rounds. These are the octo-finals, quarter finals, semi-finals and the grand final. The current WSDC champion having won the Grand Final in 2009 is New Zealand. 
 

Prizes

Prizes are awarded to the winning and runner-up teams which were New Zealand and England respectively in 2009. Prizes are usually also given to the top 16 teams. Prizes are also awarded for the best English as a second language (ESL) team and for the best English as a foreign language (EFL) team. In 2009, the best ESL team was Greece and the best EFL team was the Republic of Korea.  
There are also individual prizes for the best speaker of the championship, the best ESL speaker and the best ESL speaker. 
In 2009, the top speaker was Daniel Kaliski from South Africa, the best ESL speaker was Janice Yoon from the Republic of Korea and the best EFL speaker was Do Heong Kwon also from Korea. The top 10 speakers are also acknowledged, usually with prizes as well.

Selection
It is up to each nation how they select their team. Most teams at the championship are organized by a national debate organization within their nation, which selects a nationally-representative team made up of students from different schools across the nation. However if the nation does not have a national debate organization which can do this, then it is permissible for a team from either a single school and or single city/region within the nation to be sent to represent the nation at the championship. 

Judges

Participating nations are also warmly encouraged to send experienced debate adjudicators to help judge the competition, though this is not compulsory. Judges must be eligible to judge, which means three things: firstly, that they must be nominated by their nation, secondly, they must be experienced at judging the highest level of senior school or university debates in their nation and have judged such debates regularly during the two years prior to the championship, and thirdly they must not have been a debater at the previous championship. 

The Chief Adjudicator may waive some of these rules (except the one about not debating at the last championship) if the judge has judged at a previous championship, or in the opinion of the Chief Adjudicator, the person is sufficiently experienced and competent to be an eligible judge.

I can send you materials about debating in the WSDC style and about judging if you would like me to do so.
 

Code of Conduct.

All of the participants from every nation, including debaters, team managers, coaches, judges and supporters must sign the WSDC Code of Conduct before they arrive at the Championship. The Code is on the website attached as annex 2 to the Rules of the Charity. (See http://www.schoolsdebate.com/guides.asp) Parents or guardians of the debaters must also sign the Code so best not to leave it until the plane journey! People who have not signed the Code are not able to participate in the championship.
 

How can my nation join WSDC Ltd?
If your nation wishes to send a team to the WSDC championship, it must belong to WSDC Ltd.  There is no entry fee but you must complete a form which I can send you if you would like to join.
 

There are two types of member nations: full members and ordinary members. Full members are those Council members whose nations have attended 2 out of the last 3 championships. They can vote on all matters at Annual General Meetings of WSDC Ltd.

Ordinary members are those Council members whose nations are present at the current tournament but who have not been at 2 of the previous 3. They can vote on all matters at an Annual General Meeting except for changes to the rules and the appointment of Directors of WSDC Ltd.
 

If you want to attend the championship for the first time, then you will apply to be an ordinary member and your nation will become an ordinary member once your team attends the championship.
 

Corporate and individual membership forms.
Some nations have formalized debating structures at home that decide who should represent them and how that person is allowed to vote. In many cases those structures are corporate bodies - companies, registered trusts or incorporated societies to name a few examples. Where that is the case, those corporate bodies themselves can be the member of Council for that nation, rather than just the individual representative.

So for example, for Mexico, the English-Speaking Union of Mexico is the member, and they will choose someone (anyone they like) each year to represent them at Council and vote. They began as an ordinary member, when they came for the first time to WSDC in Washington in 2008 but in Doha in 2010 they will become a full member because Mexico will have attended two of the last three tournaments .

In New Zealand, the New Zealand Schools Debating Council (Inc) is the member, and will choose anyone they like to represent them. They are a full member because New Zealand has been at two of the last three tournaments. 
Because these are corporate bodies, the law says that these entities have "legal personality" (in other words, they are able sign contracts, are identifiable parties in legal proceedings and so on). The individual involved in representing the nation may change often, possibly every year, but it is unlikely that the organization will. Therefore, if this is the set-up or structure in your nation, you should get your incorporated national body to join WSDC Ltd as the sole national voting representative and complete a corporate membership form. 

Other nations have less formalized structures, where a group of keen individuals (or perhaps even a Committee with a name and rules but without legally incorporated status) look after that nation's debating set-up. In this case, because every member of WSDC Ltd must be an identifiable, legal party, that nation will have to choose an individual to be their representative, and that member will have to be the only full or ordinary member of WSDC Ltd from that nation. 

On behalf of that nation therefore, the individual membership form will need to be completed and submitted.

If the informal committee in a nation decides they want to change their representative on Council, the individual will be expected to resign (though the Directors do also have the power to remove a person's membership where they feel it would be in the best interests of that nation's debating community) and the new representative will need to complete and submit a new individual application for membership form. Similarly, if the nation stopped attending, or if a different organization started sending that nation's team to the tournament, then the individual would be expected to resign or would be removed by the Directors.

So that is where corporate or incorporated members differ from unincorporated or informal organizations. Where the incorporated or corporate members change their representative, they simply notify WSDC Ltd of this. Where unincorporated or informal groups change their representative, they need to have the new representative make an individual application for membership.
How is WSDC Ltd governed? 
WSDC Ltd has a Board of up to 9 directors, elected by WSDC's full members. The Directors are responsible for the management of WSDC Ltd’s affairs, including determining who the members of WSDC Ltd are.  
 

The Directors do not govern the election of directors or changes to the Articles and rules of WSDC Ltd. Those things are decided by the Council of the World Schools Debating Championship which comprises full members and ordinary members who meet at an Annual General Meeting. If your nation becomes a member, then your representative can attend and vote at Council Meetings. 
 

If your nation becomes a full member after attending 2 out of the last 3 championships, then it can vote on rule changes and the election of Directors. 

 

The Council makes decisions about all matters relating to the championship including which nation will host the next championship, who the next Chief Adjudicator will be and how the debating rules will operate.

The next championship
The next WSDC will be held in Doha, Qatar from 8-19 February 2010.
To register, please go to the website http://www.wsdc2010doha.com
There is no entry fee for the first 8 people your nation brings, provided that they are the debaters, team coach, team manager and perhaps one or 2 judges or an extra team coach. 
However, if your nation arrives before in Qatar before 8 February 2010 and/or stays beyond the morning of 19 February 2010, you will need to pay all costs associated with those extra days or nights, including food and accommodation.

If you bring a group which has more than 8 people, there will be a registration fee of EUR 450.00 for each extra debater, coach or adjudicator.
 

Observers, for example proud parents or keen supporters, are also welcome to attend the championship. However, the entry fee for observers is higher as the costs for observers are not
subsidized by the championship sponsors. If an observer is included in the 8 people you are bringing, or an observer in addition to the 8 people you are bringing wishes to come, the registration for each observer will be EUR 650.00 per person.
Teams have to pay for their own flights to the host city. Most teams get some form of sponsorship from within their nation to help cover the cost of sending the team to the event.
 

Registration will close on 8 December 2009 and all registration fees for the extra people over the number of 8 or for any supporter must be paid by that date.
 

Contacts

Registration for the 2010 championship is being handled by the organizing committee in Doha.
The website for registrations is http://www.wsdc2010doha.com
The e-mail address for the Qatar Convenor, Dr Hayat Maarafi is   hayat@qatardebate.org
Registration will be handled by conference director Fiona Simon, fiona@qmdi.qf.org.qa
The programme manager is Kelley Bieringer, kbieringer@QF.ORG.QA
If you wish to contact the organisers, please have one person from your nation (usually the team manager) do the contacting and clearly identify on behalf of which nation you are contacting them. It becomes unwieldy if every team member, parent, judge and supporter from your nation or in fact all over the world contacts the organisers asking different or even the same questions. One contact person per nation can more easily co-ordinate his or her delegation and ensure that they all have the correct information

Finally, as I said at the beginning, feel free e-mail me (tautoru@xtra.co.nz) if you have any further questions regarding WSDC Ltd, two of my colleagues and fellow Executive members who run the WSDC Working Group on New Countries will also be happy to assist. They are Sherria Ayuandini from Indonesia (sherria@act-indonesia.com) and Taimur Bandey from Pakistan (taimurb@yahoo.com)
Kind regards and I look forward to seeing you at the next WSDC championship


Claire Ryan 
Chairperson 
Executive Committee
WSDC Ltd
