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NOTICE OF WORLD SCHOOLS DEBATING CHAMPIONSHIPS LTD
Notice is hereby given that the Annual meeting of the World Schools Debating Championships Limited shall be held at the Hyatt Hotel, Crystal City, Washington DC, United States of America, commencing at 10 am on Saturday 13 September 2008.
Business of the meeting:

1. Establishment of quorum

2. Election of chair (in the event that no director is present)

3. Election of directors

4. Welcome and apologies
5. Identification of full members, ordinary members and observers

6. Ratification of the minutes of the 2007 World Schools Debating Council Meeting 

7. Matters arising from the minutes

8. Report on the status of the rules
9. Incorporation 

10. Report of the 2007-2008 Executive Committee

11. Report of the 2008 World Schools Debating Championships Organising Committee 

12. 2008 awards including ESL and EFL awards
13. Report of the 2009 World Schools Debating Championships Organising Committee

a. Appointment of Chief Adjudicator

b. Appointment of Complaints Officers 

14. Future Championships:

a. 2010

b. And beyond
15. Elections for the 2008-2009 Executive Committee

a. Chairperson

b. Vice chairperson

c. Secretary

d. 6 Executive members

16. Election of 2009 Motions Committee

17. Election of 2009 Complaints Committee 

18. Amendments to WSDC Rules

19. Discussion on role of Directors and Executive with respect to Hosts. 

20. General business

Notes: Each nation which sends a team to this year's World Schools Debating Championships shall be entitled to send one official delegate to the meeting, and may send a few additional observers if they choose. Both delegates and observers will have speaking rights at the meeting, though only members of the World Schools Debating Championships Ltd may will have voting rights, either as full or ordinary members. 
Full members are those classified by the Directors as representing a nation whose team has attended at least two of the previous three World Schools Debating Championships.
Ordinary members include those nations whose teams have not attended at least two of the previous three World Schools Debating Championships (for example, new nations or nations who have been absent from more than two previous Championships). They can vote on all matters at the meeting except the election of the Directors and changes to the Rules.  

The Directors must be informed of any motions to amend the WSDC Rules one month in advance of the meeting. Such motions will then be discussed at the meeting and shall require a two-third majority of full members voting in favour of them to be adopted into the WSDC Rules.

Proposed rule changes:

The Executive Committee is proposing the following amendment to the WSDC rules for consideration at the Council meeting;

E1: Amendment to Rule 9 “The Host”
Background.

The current rule 9 of WSDC Ltd reads as follows;

9. The Host 
9.1.1 
There shall be a Host for each debating tournament considered by the Charity to   be a World Schools Debating Championship. 

9.1.2
Hosts may be individuals over the age of 18 or organisations with legal personality. 

9.2 
Individuals or organisations may apply to the Council to be chosen as the Host for a Championship for a particular year. 

9.3.1 
If chosen, the Host has the right to call their debating tournament the World Schools Debating Championship for the year in which it is held.
9.3.2
If chosen, Hosts must ensure that their debating tournament complies with these Rules, including the Charter. 
9.4.1
Hosts are solely responsible for the organisation and management of a particular championship, including raising funds, arranging venues, food, accommodation and liability insurance, registering participants and distributing information.
9.4.2 
At the end of a tournament, Hosts must make a report to the Council.
9.5 
The officers of the Charity may from time to time request information from a Host. This implies neither an oversight role nor responsibility to act on that information. 
9.6 
If a Host does not comply with these Rules, including the Charter, or if the Council so chooses for any other reason, the Charity may withdraw from a Host the right to call their debating tournament the World Schools Debating Championship for a particular year.
It is proposed to amend rules 9.1.2 and 9.2

That Rules 9.1.2 and 9.2 be amended to read as follows:
9.1.2
Hosts must be organisations with legal personality

9.2 

Organisations may apply to the Council to be chosen as the Host for a Championship for a particular year.

9.2.1 
An organisation bidding to host a Championship must submit to the Council no later than one month prior to the date upon which the Annual Meeting is to decide the date and venue of the said Championship a written document containing the following details:
(i) the name of the Convenor;
(ii) the names of the organising committee, which should include at least 2 people who reside in the location where it is proposed to hold the Championships together with a brief description or list of the committee members' respective roles and functions, administrative and debating experience;
(iii) the name of the proposed Chief Adjudicator or Adjudicators and his,  her or their curriculum vitae;
(iv) the name of the organisation that proposes to host the organisation and its legal status; 
(v) the proposed dates and whether the approval of the Council is needed to make an exception to the rules on dates of hosting; 
(vi) a proposed schedule; 

(vii) proposed recreational activities for the participants; 
(viii) a draft budget; 
(ix) a list of the proposed venue(s); 
(x) details of the proposed accommodation, including the name of the hotel or hostel or other accommodation, and details as to its proximity to a shopping centre, recreational facilities and public transport;
(xi) whether the organisation requires sponsorship in order to host the Championship, and if so, the name of the sponsor(s) and a letter from the sponsor(s) pledging support;
(xii) the name of at least one secondary school organisation or at least one school which is prepared to support the bid, with a letter from that organisation and/or school pledging support;
(xiii) whether the organisation has obtained support from a local council, regional or national government, or ministry and if so, a letter of support from the said local council, regional or national government or ministry; 
(xiv) a brief synopsis of school debating in the region where the championships will be held, including whether debating is in English, whether the students understand English and the nature, type, age and numbers of audience members that are likely to be present.
9.2.2 
If, between the time the Council approves an organisation’s bid to be the Host of the Championship and the time of the commencement of the Championship, there are changes to any of the items referred to in rule 9.2.1, the Host shall notify the Charity in writing as soon as possible and in any case no later than 14 days after such a change has occurred.
