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The Bid
The Korea Debate Association (KDA) is pleased to submit a proposal to host the 2007 World Schools Debating Championships.

Currently, debate – especially in English – is flourishing in Korea. A representative of KDA has been asked to give talks at five schools and interscholastic workshops at Korean schools over the past few months. In Seoul, especially in the Gangnam area, “debate” is rapidly becoming a keyword, with not only schools but private "debate instruction" tutoring institutes popping up to satisfy the demands of the public. KDA will continue to work to build this interest for 2007.
Sponsorship:

The Eugene Group has regularly sponsored debating events in Korea, newspapers such as the JoongAng Daily and the Korea Times support debate within the country and EEC an English language instruction company has shown support for debating. Furthermore, Nexus, one of the largest publishers in Korea, is publishing a book (in Korean) encouraging debate authored by Joshua Park, set to hit the shelves in the final week of November, 2005. In addition, they have agreed to publish two more books (debate instruction books) in 2006, to build up national interest and understanding of debate leading up to 2007. They have also agreed to take up some responsibility in contacting officials in the Ministry of Education and Ministry of Foreign Affairs as well as advertising the event in major newspapers and the media. Eugene Group has agreed to help finance the event (amount yet unspecified) and The Korea Times is also interested in promoting the event. Other companies such as Samsung and LG have expressed interest in debate—having their key employees trained in English debate—we look forward to approaching them for a more specific commitment if this bid is accepted. Finally, Conoco-Phillips, sponsor of Norman Leach’s firm, will also be a sponsor.
The Ministry of Education has indicated initial interest in supporting the 2007 World’s since interest in English education is extremely high, as demonstrated by the fact that Korea is the highest spender per capita in terms of English education in the world.

Educational Institutions:

Kyunghee University has hosted the Asian Debate Institute (August, 2004 and 2005) and the Northeast Asian Open (December 2004). Ewha Womans University hosted the first Korean Intervarsity Debating Championships in April, 2005, are also supporters of this bid. Hankuk Academy of Foreign Studies (high school), the probable host Korean High School Debating Championships in February 2006, as well as five other foreign language high schools in the area, are in support of this bid.
The Korea Debate Association is committed to making the 2007 World School’s Debating Championships a success.  Based on our experience with debating in Korea we believe that we have the skills and drive necessary to deliver a great debating, and life, experience to the competitors, coaches, observers and executive members of the World School’s Debating Championship.

We look forward to a positive response to our proposal.

Yours:
Joshua Park

President, Korea Debate Association.
Background Information
The Host Country

The Korean peninsula extends southward from the eastern end of the Asian continent. The peninsula is roughly 1,030 km (612 miles) long and 175 km (105 miles) wide at its narrowest point. Mountains cover 70% of Korea's land mass, making it one of the most mountainous regions in the world.
The lifting and folding of Korea’s granite and limestone base has created breathtaking landscapes of scenic hills and valleys. The mountain range that stretches the length of the east coast plunges steeply into the East Sea, while along the southern and western coasts, the mountains descend gradually to the coastal plains that produce the bulk of Korea’s agricultural crops, especially rice.
The Korean peninsula is divided just slightly north of the 38th parallel. The democratic Republic of Korea in the south and communist North Korea are separated by a demilitarized zone.
South Korea’s 99,500sq.km is populated by 47.9 million people (2003).
Administratively, the Republic of Korea consists of nine provinces ; the capital Seoul; and the six metropolitan cities of Busan, Daegu, Incheon, Gwangju, Daejeon and Ulsan. In total, there are 77 cities and 88 counties.
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The Host City

Seoul is the capital of Korea with over 600 years of history. It is the heart of Korea’s culture and education as well as politics and economics. Seoul is unique in that historical sites such as Gyeongbokgung Palace and modern cultural facilities coexist in harmony. Seoul is a world-class city with numerous amenities and shopping districts such as Myeong-dong and Apgujeong.
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Social and Cultural Activities
Visit to the Gyeongbokgung Palace

The royal guards of the Joseon Dynasty guarded the Gwanghwamun Gate of the palace where the king ruled the country. The ceremony has taken place since 1469 and its record has been consulted for the present reenactment ceremony. The guards' uniforms, weapons and accessories as well as their strict procedures make it an even more popular attraction.
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Insa-dong

One of the best places to shop for traditional items in Seoul! Insa-dong is full of unique shops, traditional restaurants and art galleries.
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Nanta Performance

Since its first performance in 1997, ‘Nanta’ has been the must-see performance in Korea. 'NANTA' refers to reckless punching as in a slugfest at a boxing match. 'NANTA' is a non-verbal performance of reckless rhythms that dramatize customary Korean percussion in a strikingly comedic stage show.
Integrating unique Korean traditional drumbeats with a western performance style, NANTA storms on stage into a huge kitchen where four capricious cooks are preparing a wedding banquet. While cooking, they turn all kinds of kitchen items - pots, pans, dishes, knives, chopping board, water bottles, brooms and even each other- into percussion instruments.
The typical instruments used in Samulnori (Korean traditional percussions) have been replaced with diverse drums improvised from utensils commonly found in kitchens. Going back and forth from cooking to pounding out their rhythmic cadences, from cheerful banter to playful animosity, the kitchen crew creates visual humor and aural fun that entices the audience to participate. As they complete the best dishes of the day, the performance culminates in a feast that is shared with the audience to highlight and celebrate the communal bond found in a traditional Samulnori performance.
The audience is swept along in the primitive sound explosions and actions on stage. Though the performance is built primarily on captivating rhythms and has very few spoken words, audiences of all ages and nationalities can easily enjoy the plot and dramas.
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Seoul Tower
The Seoul Tower is the first attraction of its kind in Korea. It boasts a height of 236.7m and is an additional 243m above the sea level. Construction began in December 1969, and was completed in July 1975.It quickly became one of the most popular spots to visit in Seoul.
The Seoul Tower is equipped with 2~3 stories of observatories and two revolving restaurants with a 360-degree view on the first and fifth floors. The restaurant rotates a full 360 degrees about once an hour, offering leisurely diners incredible views of almost all of downtown Seoul. In the distance, visitors can see Bukhansan and Gwanaksan Mountains, Hangang River, and Namhansanseong Fortress. Views from the tower are especially lovely at sunset.
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Lotte World 
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An indoor theme park connected with Lotte Hotel and Lotte Department Store, Lotte World is the Korean recreation center most frequently visited by foreigners. Lotte World consists of the indoor amusement park “Adventure” and an outdoor one as well, dubbed “Magic Island.” The outdoor Magic Island has numerous, thrill-packed attractions. Even the castle itself is an awesome background for photographs. At the indoor facility, “Adventure,” the World Carnival Parade is held from 7:30 pm to 8 pm and the Cosmos Circus Laser Show at 9:30 pm. Of the two, the World Carnival Parade is particularly eye-catching.
Proposed Organizational Structure
Charter of the World Schools Debating Championship Aims

· To achieve excellence in debating 

· To encourage debating around the world

· To promote international understanding

· To promote freedom of speech
Organizing Committee

1. Joshua Park

President of the Korea Debate Association
2. Ian Yovdoshuk

Board of Directors KDA
3. Jason Jarvis
Director of Asian Debate Institute
4. Brendan Howe

Director of Ewhan Woman University Debate
5. Peejay Garcia

KDA Faculty, Founder and Director of Thailand Debate Union.

Planning Committee

To Be Determined
World Convener & Tournament Director

Joshua Park
Chief Adjudicator and Adjudicators:

There is a large pool of qualified adjudicators who have experience in debating at the university level. However, since most of these lack WSDC experience, we will rely adjudicators from outside of Korea. We expect to look to countries such as Singapore and Australia which are nearby and have a significant pool of experienced adjudicators.
We will be nominating a Chief Adjudicator in the months to come.

Administrative Services 
Norman Leach & Associates
Proposed Tasks
1) Registration

a) Pre-Event Registration

· Manage all pre-event registration issues. This will include developing a registration form, communicating with all national debating associations, gathering information, developing a database and ensuring that all registrations are gathered prior to the closing dates.

· Work with on-line registration system.
b) Release Forms

· Develop a release form that meets the legal requirements of each host country and will confirm this with the local committee.

· Distribute, retrieve and management all release forms ensuring that no one arrives at the tournament without a release form in place.

c) Fees Management

· The Organizing Committee will set up a VISA/MasterCard Account so that credit cards can be accepted for payment

· The Organizing Committee will set a chequing account to received payments from all countries.

d) Budgeting

· The Organizing Committee will develop a sustainable budget to ensure that all budget goals are met

e) Management of Visa requests

· The Organizing Committee will administrate this services and the delivery of letters to the appropriate authorities to obtain the papers to attend this tournament.
f) Website 

· The Organizing Committee will create a website that will give in detail all the information regarding the event. Facilitating the registration of the teams by e-mail. 

2) Material Preparation

a) All Templates - schedules, judges materials etc.

· The Organizing Committee will develop the materials to successfully run a World Championships. 

· These templates will include instructions regarding insurance, legal requirements, tournament rules etc.

· Tournament Rules and Regulations

b) Tournament Newsletter - 4 issues

· The Organizing Committee will prepare write and distribute electronically four issues of a newsletter for the tournament.

c) Design of Awards and participants certificates

d) Distribution of the Tote bags to all participants:

· Pins

· Pens

· Writing pads

· Souvenirs
3) Event Planning and Coordination

a) Booking Hotels and Management of Rooms

· The Organizing Committee will negotiate with the local hotel to ensure the very best possible rates.

· The Organizing Committee will work to ensure the very best rates from the host hotel for special events rooms etc.

· The Organizing Committee will work with teams arriving early and ensure they receive the Tournament rate and their reservations.

b) Social Events

· The Organizing Committee, will book special events at Kyungbokgung, Royal Palace of Chosun Dynasty, Hiking, Seoul Tower, Nanta Performances, Cheonggyecheon (recently completely waterway that traverses the center of Seoul), Han River boat tour etc. to give a taste of what Seoul has to offer to the World.
c) Meals including banquets, special meals etc.

· The Organizing Committee will negotiate and book all meals at the host venues including the hotel.

· The Organizing Committee will work with all host venues to ensure that Kosher, Hala, Vegetarian and special diet requirements of all delegates are met.

· The Organizing Committee will develop, design and deliver the opening and closing banquets. 

d) Transportation

· As an international hub, Incheon International Airport is assessable from most major cities around the world. 
· The Organizing Committee will work to establish a shuttle service from the airport to the host venue.
· The Organizing Committee will work with local ground transportation companies to ensure that all delegates reach their venues on time and with the minimal amount of hassle.

e) VIP Events

· - The Organizing Committee will develop, design and deliver the VIP events
· - The Organizing Committee will establish a hospitality suite for the event at the host hotel.
4) Debating Venues: 

The Organizing Committee will book and confirm all the arraignment necessaries for the debating to take place. These venues will include six foreign languages high schools (Daewon, Daeil, Myeongduk, Goyang, Ewha, Yongin) and the Kyunghee University, the Ewha Womans University, Hankook University of Foreign Studies to mention some of the venues that has demonstrate interest to be part of this important event. Several public high schools and middle schools have also expressed some initial interest.

A note of clarification: the aforementioned foreign language high schools are not “international” or foreign schools. These are entirely Korean high schools with their courses taught in Korean. However, students there focus more on their foreign language studies and are to choose a foreign language (English, French, Spanish, German, Chinese, Japanese are some of the options available) as a major. English is mandatory in these schools and all students can understand and speak the English language.
5) Sponsorship:
The Organizing Committee will approach Government Officials and Private sector companies for in kind and cash support. Some examples are:
· Ministry of Education

· Eugene Group 
· Nexus
· EEC

· Samsung

· LG

· The Korea Times 

· JoongAng Daily

· ConocoPhillips

6) Media
The Organizing Committee will approach different media outlets to promote before and during the debates.

· Press releases will be distributed to the print media and television on regular bases. 
· The Organizer Committee will call a Media Conference at least three times during 2006.

7) Research Facilities
· The Organizing Committee will provide with computer area to be access by all the debaters during this event. 

· The Organizing Committee will provide access to libraries or printed materials for the debaters.
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2007 World Debating Tentative Schedule 
The 2007 Championships are to be held in the month of February, dates to be determined by the committee based on the school year schedules for 2007.

Day 1: Wednesday
Reception at the airport

Transportation from Airport to the Hotel

Registration of the teams at the hotel
Free Day

Orientation Dinner 

Day 2: Thursday
Debaters, Observers:

Breakfast

Daily announcements

Lunch 
Recommended excursion

Dinner 

Coaches:

Breakfast

Daily announcements

Training session
Lunch

Recommended excursion

Dinner

Judges:
Breakfast

Daily announcements

Training session (Coaches and Judges)
Lunch

Training session (Judges only. Coaches may attend the excursion)
Dinner
Hospitality Suites Opens for Judges, Coaches VIP's

Day 3: Friday
Breakfast

Daily announcements

Departure to venues preliminary round 1 and 2 preliminary
Lunch at the venues

Return from debate venues

Opening Dinner
Day 4: Saturday (Sabbath)

Breakfast

Round 0 preliminary

Lunch

Recommend excursion
Dinner

Day 5: Sunday
Breakfast

Daily announcements

Departure to venues preliminary round 3 and 4 preliminary
Lunch at the venues

Return from debate venues
Theme Dinner outside venue

Day 6: Monday
Breakfast

Daily announcements

Departure to venues preliminary round 5 and 6 preliminary
Lunch at the venues

Return from debate venues

Dinner at the Hotel
Day 7: Tuesday
Breakfast

Daily announcements

Departure to venues preliminary round 7 and 8 preliminary
Lunch at the venues

Return from debate venues

Special Dinner 

Day 8: Wednesday
Breakfast

Daily announcements

Departure to venues Octofinals

Lunch at the venues

Return from debate venues

Dinner and Dance
Day 9: Thursday
Breakfast

Daily announcements

Departure to venues Quarter Finals and Semifinals

Lunch at the venues

Return from debate venues

Dinner 

Day 10: Friday
Breakfast

Daily announcements
World Council Meeting
Free Lunch 

Departure to venues Finals

Return from debate venue

Closing Dinner 

Day 11: Saturday
Check out and departure

Tournament Estimated Costs
Hotel Rooms





$ 185,000.00
Catering & Banquets 




$ 165,000.00

Entertainment 





$ 35,000.00
Transportation 





$ 23,000.00

Awards 





$ 4,000.00
Insurance 





$ 3,000.00
Print Materials 





$ 5,000.00

Souvenirs (caps, T-shirts...)



$ 5,000.00
Miscellaneous (name tags, paper, labels….)

$ 15,000.00
Flags, Banners





$ 10,000.00
Administration 





$ 15,000.00
Total 






$465,000.00
Proposed Fees
The committee is committed to using a combination of registration fees and corporate sponsorships to pay for the tournament. The committee is currently estimating that the registration costs will be equivalent to Stuttgart in 2004 and Calgary in 2005.
The committee is committed to an all inclusive registration fee including hotel room, meals and admission fees.
Further Information
For further information please contact:

World Convener:
Joshua Park

Telephone: 82-11-1723-2377
E-Mail: joshuapark@post.harvard.edu
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