
 

 
W S D C  n e w s l e t t e r 1 - M a y  2 0 0 8  - t a u t o r u @ x t r a . c o . n z  

 

Page 1 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

      

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WSDC Newsletter    

1. Check the official website often. 

http://web.mac.com/wsdc2008 

2. WSDC 2008 Convenor’s contact 

details. Phyllis Hirth whose email is  

phyllishi@aol.com 

3. Invitation.  If your debaters need 

invitations in order to obtain visas, 

please contact Phyllis immediately. 

4. Visa/passports.  You need to 

check this with the United States 

embassy or consulate in your own 

country.  You also need a machine 

readable passport.  

5. Register by 1 July 2008. Go to 

http://web.mac.com/wsdc2008/W

SDC2008/Registration.html 

6. Pay by 1 August 2008.  Details 

about how to pay are on the web 

page listed in no 5 above 

7. Code of Conduct. EVERYONE who 

plans to attend Washington must 

sign this then email it to Phyllis 

before the tournament. A parent or 

guardian of each debater must 

also sign. Copies of the code can 

be downloaded from the WSDC 

website. Go to 

http://www.schoolsdebate.com/guides.asp  

then click on WSDC Rules Word 

and you’ll find the Code under 

 12 point checklist for WSDC 2008 in DC 

 
Annex Three to the Rules.  Or email 

WSDC secretary Claire Ryan on 

tautoru@xtra.co.nz and ask for a 

copy. No signature = no participation. 

8. Tell Phyllis your Free Day options by 

27 June 2008. There are four tours 

arranged for the free day on 10 

September.  Details are on   

http://web.mac.com/wsdc2008/WSDC

2008/Schedule.html 

9. Tell Phyllis your arrival date & time.  

You will be met if you arrive at 

Reagan Airport. You will need to 

make your own way to the hotel if 

you arrive by any other route.  

10. Hotel. Hyatt Regency Hotel, Crystal 

City, Virginia. 

http://www.crystalcity.hyatt.com/h

yatt/hotels/index.jsp 

11. Adjudicators. Please apply to chief 

adjudicators Aaron Maniam & JJ 

Rodriguez at wsdc2008@mac.com 

at the same time you register, 

providing a brief CV. Your attention 

is drawn to Rules 10-16A of the 

WSDC Rules especially Rule 13 

about eligibility to judge. 

12. Motions for AGM, if proposing to 

change the Rules must be sent to 

WSDC secretary by 5 August 2008.  

AUNTY PHYLLIS 
NEEDS YOU 
 

Registration for 

WSDC 2008 DC  

5-15 September  

2008  

NOW OPEN. 

Dates to 

rem em ber 

 

• Applications for Complaints 

Committee close 31 May 2008 

 

 Last date for notifying 2008 

    Convenor of your choice of  

    Free Day Tour – 27 June 2008  

     

 Registration for WSDC 2008 

   closes 1 July 2008 

 

 Topics for prepared debates 

released 5 July 2008                                                               

 

• Registration payments required 

    by 1 August 2008 

 

 Deadline for motion(s) to change 

 WSDC Rules 5 August 2008 

 

• WSDC 2008 in DC  

    5 -15 September ‘08 

 

 WSDC 2009 Athens 

    9 - 19 February 2009 

 

http://web.mac.com/wsdc2008
mailto:phyllishi@aol.com
http://web.mac.com/wsdc2008/WSDC2008/Registration.html
http://web.mac.com/wsdc2008/WSDC2008/Registration.html
http://www.schoolsdebate.com/guides.asp
mailto:tautoru@xtra.co.nz
http://web.mac.com/wsdc2008/WSDC2008/Schedule.html
http://web.mac.com/wsdc2008/WSDC2008/Schedule.html
http://www.crystalcity.hyatt.com/hyatt/hotels/index.jsp
http://www.crystalcity.hyatt.com/hyatt/hotels/index.jsp
mailto:wsdc2008@mac.com
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Meet the CAs for the DC! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I am also camera- crazy and you never 

know when I might take a shot of you 

or what I will do with it. As you can see 

from the front of this newsletter, WSDC 

2008 Convenor Phyllis Hirth has learned 

the hard way! So you have all been 

warned. And don’t bother planning to 

retaliate – I have no shame.  

If you would like to send me news, 

information and especially PHOTOS for 

future newsletters, please contact me 

on tautoru@xtra.co.nz   

I hope to see you in Washington!  

Claire 

 
 

Greetings to the WSDC community!  

WSDC – a meeting of 

all cultures 

Welcome to the first of what I hope 

will be 2-monthly newsletters 

sending you information about up-

and-coming WSDC events and 

bringing you news from all over the 

debating world.  

My name is Claire Ryan. I’m 

currently the Secretary of the WSDC 

Executive and the editor of this 

newsletter. 

 I come from Aotearoa New 

Zealand, which has about 4 million 

people and 40 million sheep. It’s 

next to Australia. The two countries 

have similar flags (ours was invented 

first) but otherwise are quite 

different.   

My nation has three main islands, 

the North Island, the South Island 

and Stewart Island as well as lots of 

other little ones.  You can call 

Australia the West Island if you like.                                                         

 

 

Aaron Maniam is a civil servant in Singapore's Strategic Policy Office and previously served as 
First Secretary (Political) in Singapore's Embassy in Washington DC. He was a founding 
Committee Member (1999-2003), Vice President (2003-2005), President (2005-July 2006) and 
subsequently Advisor (2006-2007) of Singapore's Debate Association. He won the European 
Debating Championships (2000) and other inter-varsity competitions during his university days and 
chaired Oxford's Debates Selection Committee, which comprises the university's top eight 
debaters. He also convened Oxford's annual inter-varsity debating competition in 1999, which was 
 attended by over 80 international teams. 
 
 Aaron was a WSDC debater in 1997, an adjudicator in 1999 and 2004, and co-coach in 2003. He 
has served on working groups to streamline the Code of Conduct for WSDC adjudicators as well 
as a "Vision Group" to explore how to broaden the WSDC's global ambit.  A published poet, 
his first collection Morning at Memory's Border was published in 2005 and was one of three books 
shortlisted for the 2006 Singapore Literature Prize. 
 

J. J. Rodriguez is a law student and a visiting assistant professor of communication studies at 
Loyola Marymount University where he also serves as a coach for the universityôs growing 
debating program. Before working at LMU, J. J. was a public school teacher. In that capacity, he 
served as the Director of Debate for the Southern California Debate League, a member of the 
Executive Council of the California High School Speech Association and an official for the National 
Forensic League. 
 
As a debater, J.J. was a grand finalist at the World Universities Debating Championships and a 
number of other national and international tournaments. Since then he has been involved with the 
WSDC as the Team USA coach in 2005 and 2006 and a member of the Chief Adjudicatorôs Panel 
in 2007. He has also been a member of the Executive Committee since 2006. He has chaired the 
Learning Materials Working Group and currently chairs the Debate Administration Working Group. 
 

 

 
 

 

 

mailto:tautoru@xtra.co.nz
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Greetings from Greece!   

The Acropolis of Athens, the best known “high 

city” in the world and a European Cultural 

Heritage site. See it in February 2009! In the 

meantime, watch for the upcoming launch of 
the WSDC ’09 website www.schoolsdebate.gr 

Planning has started for the 2009 WSDC 

tournament in Athens.  The dates are: 

February 9 - February 19, 2009 

 
This envisages arrivals on Monday, February 9; 

the eight preliminary rounds being held on 

Wednesday, Thursday, Friday and Sunday, 

February 11, 12, 13 and 15; the final on 

Wednesday, February 18; and departures the 

following day. 

 

As well as a logo and publicity material, right 

now we are working on sponsorship and the 

tournament budget, and we will make every 

effort to keep the cost for each particip ant to 

as far under û 500.00 as we can get.  Together 

with many of our colleagues in the Pan-Hellenic 

Forensics Association we hope that we can 

make this "coming of age" tournament, the 

21st WSDC, a memorable one.  

 

Anyone who has any ideas, recommendations 

or comments on the Athens tournament is 

welcome to get in touch. 

 

Effie Giannakouri Eirianna Kouri 
egiannakouri@gmail.com eiriannakouri@gmail.com 

 
 

 
Motions Committee for WSDC 2008 
 
Who can you blame for the topics in DC? 

None other than these wonderful, hardworking people 

who constitute the Motions Committee for 2008; 

 

Ria Nuri Dharmawan (Indonesia)   

Hayah Eichler (Israel)                   

Albert Fornis (Greece)                  

Aaron Maniam (Singapore)           

Noel McGrath (Ireland)                  

Ian Lising (USA) 

JJ Rodriguez (USA) 

 

Ria, Hayah, Albert, Aaron & Noel were elected by the 

Council in a postal ballot and Ian and JJ were appointed 

by the host nation.  

 

5 members of the Motions Committee for Worlds in Athens 

2009 will be elected at the Washington AGM in 

September 2008 and Greece will announce its two 

members of the Committee at that time. So if you think 

this Committee is for you, why not consider standing at 

the AGM? 

 

 
 

!ÔÈÅÎÓ ȭπω 
organizing  
committee ; 
Above L to R 
Albert  Fornis, 
Effie 
Giannakouri, 
Eirianna 
Kouri.  
Left : Helen 
Koliais  
 

http://www.schoolsdebate.gr/
mailto:egiannakouri@gmail.com
mailto:eiriannakouri@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=405115&id=509516173&op=1&view=user&subj=509516173
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Christmas 2004 ● Volume 1, Issue 1 ● Your Family’s Name ● (242) 555-0193 

 

 

 
 

James Probert has been nominated by 
Greece as its CA for 2009. The WSDC 
Council will need to vote on the nomination at 
the AGM in Washington in September 2008. 
So letôs find out who he is! Heôs the Head of 
the Centre for Speech and Debate at the 
English-Speaking Union in London. There he 
oversees all the ESUôs debating and public 
speaking activities, working with young people 
and adults all around the world.  
 
From the countryside of the Welsh borders 
originally, James was selected to debate for 
England when he was 16, and competed in 
the 1998 World Schools Debating 
Championships in Jerusalem. He also took 
part in the 1999 tournament in London, where 
he spoke in the final. James carried on 
debating for a while at university where he 
represented the London School of Economics 
as national champion for England and Wales 
and as a semi-finalist in the World Universities 
Debating Championships in 2000. In 2001 he 
helped found a debate outreach programme 
for schools in east London and now runs that 
schemeôs successor in his role at the ESU, 
which he took up on graduation in 2002.  
 
He says ñitôs not an overstatement to say that 
going to WSDC changed my life ï because of 
it I have many of my friends, my job and some 
of my best memories. Iôve been coming back 
as a judge to every tournament since 
Johannesburg in 2001 and Iôm thrilled to have 
been asked to act as Chief Adjudicator for the 
Athens championship.ò  
 

 

Proposed Chief Adjudicator for Athens – James Probert 

 

 

2007 - 2008 Executive 
Committee  

Chair  

Christopher Erskine  | Australia  

Vice - Chair  

Mark Gabriel  | Singapore  

Secretary  

Claire Ryan  | New Zealand  

Adjudication  Co - chairs  

Claire Ryan  | New Zealand  

Mark Gabriel  | Singapore  

 

Debating Administration Chai r  

J J Rodriguez  | USA  

Language & New Countries 

Group  Co - Chairs  

Bojana Skrt  | Slovenia  

Taimur Bandey  | Pakistan  

 

Incorporation & Publicity Co -

chairs  

James Probert  | England  

Christopher Erskine  | Australia  

Hosting Group  Co- chairs  

Martin Pollard  | Wales  

Sixto Ramos  | Peru  

Co- opted :  

Finance  

Spencer Steadman | England  

 

Vision  

Asher Weill | Israel  

 

Website  

Trevor Sather  | England  

 

ñThis tournament is one of the best things 
that young people can take part in, and I 
really want to be involved in helping to run it 
and getting more countries involved.ò  
 
James has taught or lectured on debate and 
public speaking in 30 countries on every 
continent. He is a member of the Executive 
Committee of the World Schools Debating 
Council and also serves as a governor of a 
Primary School in London. Besides debate 
he enjoys cookery, reading and writing 
fiction, and having the odd drink. 

 

 
 

 

 

Food for thought:  
 
Ȱ)Ô ÉÓ ÂÅÔÔÅÒ ÔÏ 
debate a question 
without settling it 
than  to settle a 
question without 
ÄÅÂÁÔÉÎÇ ÉÔȱȢ 
 
-  Joseph Joubert, 1754-
1824 

 

 

And after Athens? 
 

Where will WSDC in 2010 be? And 2011?  

 

The bid(s) for 2010 should be voted on by 

the WSDC Council at the September 2008 

AGM and the Rules require that the bid(s) for 

2011 are to be voted on at the February 

2009 AGM. Neither of those is very far away! 

 

If your nation is organizing a bid or thinking 

about it, please check out the hosting wiki;  
http://schoolsdebate.wikia.com/wiki/Main_Page 

 

Feel free to speak to previous members of 

hosting committees or email WSDC 

Secretary Claire Ryan on tautoru@xtra.co.nz 
if you have any questions.  

Complaints Committee 
 
Now that the Code of Conduct is in place, we 
need 7 Complaints Committee members, 5 
chosen by the WSDC Executive and 2 by the 
host nation. 3 of those will convene at any one 
time to make decisions on any complaints. 
 
Are you able to help WSDC in this way? If so, 
please apply to WSDC Chair Chris Erskine 
(cerskine@ozemail.com.au) by 31 May 2008. 
You will need a police check if available in your 
country and two references as to your character 
from people of good standing in your 
community (for example, school principal, cleric, 
notary public, judge, senior government 
employee.)  
 
Donôt hesitate to contact Chris if you have any 

questions.  

mailto:chris@schoolsdebate.com
mailto:mark.gabriel@iname.com
mailto:claire@schoolsdebate.com
http://www.schoolsdebate.com/exec/adjudication/index.asp
mailto:claire@schoolsdebate.com
mailto:mark.gabriel@iname.com
mailto:jrodriguez@san-marino.k12.ca.us
http://www.schoolsdebate.com/exec/language/index.asp
http://www.schoolsdebate.com/exec/language/index.asp
mailto:bojana@schoolsdebate.com
mailto:taimurb@yahoo.com
mailto:james_probert@esu.org
mailto:chris@schoolsdebate.com
http://www.schoolsdebate.com/exec/hosting/index.asp
mailto:martinpollard@wcia.org.uk
mailto:sramos@amersol.edu.pe
http://www.schoolsdebate.com/exec/finance/index.asp
mailto:trevor@squareeye.com
http://schoolsdebate.wikia.com/wiki/Main_Page
mailto:tautoru@xtra.co.nz
mailto:cerskine@ozemail.com.au

