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Executive Committee of the World Debate Council

  Mark Gabriel (Singapore)

  Andrew Stockley (New Zealand)

  Steve Budlender (South Africa)

  Sebastian Percival (Argentina)

Dear Executive Committee Members:

Wayne State University is delighted to extend an offer to host the 2003 World Schools Debating Championships in the Detroit metropolitan area, February 5-12, 2003. This letter offers details on the commitment we can make to provide participants with an enjoyable, memorable and educationally sound experience.

About Wayne State University and the Key Organizers:
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Wayne State University, located in the cultural center of Detroit, is a research extensive university with 14 schools and colleges, including one of the nation’s largest medical schools and an internationally acclaimed law school. Over 31,000 students attend Wayne State. Under the leadership of President Irvin D. Reid, the university has made a major commitment to global education. Students and scholars from over 100 countries form our university community. Almost ten percent of our student population is international. We have affiliations with over 30 universities worldwide, with our own campus in Munich, Germany and shared campuses in Hikone, Japan, and Pontlevoy, France. We offer study trips throughout the world. We have over 30 international student organizations. For more information about Wayne State University, see our web home page < http://www.wayne.edu >; for information about our global commitment, see the global education site  < http://www.wayne.edu/provost/global/ >.

[image: image3..pict]Support for hosting the 2003 World Schools Debating Championships comes from the highest level of the University. President Reid enthusiastically embraces Wayne State hosting the tournament and promises both financial and logistical support. His commitment assures cooperation from the many campus units that will be involved in assuring participants a memorable experience. Information about President Reid is available on the University web site < http://president.wayne.edu >.

[image: image4..pict]Two offices at Wayne State University will lead planning and implementation of the World Schools Debating Championships. The Office for Global Education, housed in the Office of the Provost and Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs, will make the championships its premiere 2003 event. In addition to its activities in promoting global education through study abroad and campus internationalization, the office sponsors one signature event each year. Two years ago the Office for Global Education successfully sponsored a campus visit and major lecture by his Excellency Shimon Peres, former Prime Minister of Israel. Dr. Jack Kay, Associate Provost for Global Education heads the Office for Global Education. Kay debated in high school and college. He served as Director of Forensics at the University of Nebraska where he successfully hosted such national tournaments as the Interstate Oratorical Association National Championship and the Delta Sigma Rho -Tau Kappa Alpha National Debate and Individual Events Tournament.

The second lead group is the Wayne State University Forensics Program, which is directed by Dr. George Ziegelmueller, one of the most respected and longest-serving university coaches in the United States. Dr. Ziegelmueller has a distinguished career of service to debate and forensics. His debate teams have consistently qualified for the National Debate Tournament. He has hosted many tournaments, including Debate Days in Detroit, a tournament that took teams to audience debates throughout the Detroit metropolitan area. Two years ago he hosted the National Debate Tournament. With the help of his extensive network of alumni and professional contacts, he was able to deliver what has been described by many as the most enjoyable National Debate Tournament ever. Dr. Ziegelmueller has already discussed the World Schools Debating Championships with key alumni and is confident that they will come to the support of this event. Dr. Ziegelmueller has been an active force in promoting international discussion and debate at the college level, serving as coach of the international team that went to Japan.

In addition to the two key Wayne State groups, we have pledges of support from numerous organizations and individuals throughout the Detroit metropolitan region. Dr. Sue Wenzlaff, a previous host of the World Schools Debating Championships, would have a key role in providing counsel and logistical support. Jim Dutcher, a Wayne State University graduate assistant, will be involved with judge training and logistics. The International Visitors Bureau of Detroit will work with us to offer students and coaches the opportunity to dine in the homes of Detroit-area families. The University of Michigan-Dearborn and University Liggett School have both offered to host an event and dinner. Area high school coaches have volunteered their assistance to host debates. Several local Consuls General located in Detroit have pledged their support for a reception.

In summary, we are confident that we have assembled a team that will deliver a world class experience for our guests.
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[image: image6..pict]Detroit is a major international city, sharing a border crossing with Windsor, Canada. Detroit’s international airport (Wayne County Detroit Metropolitan Airport) recently completed a major renovation, opening the nation’s newest and most innovative airport terminal earlier this month. The new terminal is Northwest Airline’s WorldGateway, serving Air Canada, American, American Eagle. America West, British Airways, Continental, Delta, Lufthansa, Northwest Airlink, Northwest, Southwest, Spirit, United and US Airways, along with numerous commuter and charter airlines For more information, see the airport’s web site < http://www.waynecounty.com/airport/ > and the Northwest Airlines home page < http://www.nwa.com/ >.

The Detroit metropolitan area is the picture of diversity. We have one of the largest Arab populations of any city outside the Middle East. Ford, General Motors and Daimler-Chrysler all have world headquarters in the area. Wayne State University’s location in the cultural center of Detroit will make it easy for participants to take advantage of many wonderful cultural activities. Within blocks of the University are the Charles Wright Museum of African American History, the Detroit Institute of Arts, the Motown Museum and the Detroit Historical Museum. Detroit has an opera that performs at the beautifully restored Detroit Opera House and a symphony orchestra. Detroit has many professional sports teams, including the National Hockey League Detroit Red Wings and the National Basketball Association Detroit Pistons.  Wayne State’s two theatre companies will be in season during the tournament, as will our basketball and hockey teams. The Detroit metropolitan area also offers great shopping, theatre, entertainment, dining and museums. Greenfield Village, the Henry Ford Museum, the Automotive Hall of Fame and the Holocaust Memorial are within a 30-minute drive of campus.

For more information of Detroit, please visit the web site of “It’s a Great Time in Detroit”

< http://www.visitdetroit.com/ > and Detroit.Com  < http://www.detroit.com >.

Finances:

We have secured sufficient financial commitment to assure that participant/coach fees will be no higher than they were when the event was hosted in Pittsburgh in 2000. We anticipate the per participant fee to be a maximum of $240 (based on 3-5 students, 1 coach, and 1 judge per country), with $450 charged per extra judge and $960 charged for each observer.

Schools will be responsible for purchasing and arranging their own air transportation. We will commit to providing appropriate hotel accommodations, all tournament-related local transportation including round-trip airport transportation, an opening luncheon, a closing banquet, morning meals on all competition days, lunch or dinner at schools on competition days, at least one special sightseeing event, and at least one special entertainment event. We will seek additional support that will be used to either add appropriate events or decrease fees charged of participants. A welcoming event for the Executive Committee will also be provided. Wayne State University will provide appropriate personnel and support services and material for registration, publicity, scheduling, tabulation, etc. Debates will be conducted on the Wayne State University campus and at high schools and colleges in the Detroit metropolitan area.

We are negotiating with several hotels to provide guests great accommodations while at the same time keeping fees reasonable. Hotels under consideration include: 
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 “The Detroit Marriott Renaissance Center Hotel is nearing its completion of a $100 million renovation to re-establish the hotel as the area's premier luxury convention destination. Renovations include 1298 refurbished guest rooms including 52 luxurious suites, renovation of the 100,000 sq. ft. of meeting space, new all day restaurant (RiverCafe) overlooking the Detroit River and Canada. In addition, new motor and guest lobbies, RiverBar, two tier concierge lounge and an additional 11,575 sq. ft. ballroom. Located in the heart of downtown Detroit overlooking the Detroit River. The hotel is connected to Renaissance Center, the Global Headquarters for General Motors.”

< http://www.marriotthotels.com/dpp/PropertyPage.asp?MarshaCode=DTWDT >
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Hyatt Regency Dearborn — “Focal point of 235-shop Fairlane Town Center business, shopping, entertainment complex, near Greenfield Village, Henry Ford Museum and Ford Motor Co. World Headquarters; 9 miles to Detroit Metro Airport; 3.5 miles to Amtrak Railroad Station. A spectacular 16-story atrium lobby welcomes you to 772 newly renovated guestrooms including 26 suites. Hyatt Regency Dearborn completed an extensive 22.6 million dollar renovation in January 2000. Renovations included all guest rooms and corridors, second floor meeting rooms, lobby and atrium, hotel entrance, sidewalk and landscaping.”

http://www.hyatt.com/usa/detroit/hotels/hotel_dttrd.html
[image: image9..pict]Dearborn Inn — “The Dearborn Inn, built in 1931, is a historic 222-room hotel located in the heart of Ford's Business campus. With more than 17,000 sq. ft of flexible meeting space, the hotel can hold groups in size from 10 to 800. For dining, the options include The Early American Room with regional American cuisine, The Ten Eyck Tavern for casual dining and The Golden Eagle Lounge for beverages and sporting events in a relaxing colonial- style pub setting. With 23 acres of meticulously landscaped grounds and gardens, The Dearborn Inn provides a unique setting for social entertaining and corporate meetings. The individual guest will appreciate the close proximity to Greenfield Village, Henry Ford Museum, and Automotive Hall of Fame. The Georgian style architecture and historic decor of The Dearborn Inn guarantees a memorable visit to the Detroit Metropolitan area.”

http://www.marriotthotels.com/dpp/PropertyPage.asp?MarshaCode=DTWDI&checked=True&Marriott_BD={08C3FD25-ACE9-4808-B68A-D4D3E4DD8A7F} 

Proposed Schedule:

Weds., Feb. 5
Registration at hotel




Judge Training




Welcome Reception for Executive Committee and Judges 

Thurs., Feb. 6
Opening Reception and Brunch at Wayne State




Rounds 1 & 2 at Wayne State

Fri., Feb. 7

Rounds 3 & 4 at area high schools

Dance

Sat., Feb. 8

Free Day (bye round, if needed)




Museum tours

Sun., Feb. 9

Rounds 5 & 6 at Wayne State

Mon., Feb 10

Rounds 7 & 8 at high schools




Octofinals at Wayne State

Tues., Feb. 11
Quarterfinals and Semifinals




Reception

Weds., Feb. 12
World Council Meeting in a.m.




Grand Final and Closing Banquet in p.m.

Thur., Feb. 13
Departure

Organizing Committee:

The local organizing committee would be co-chaired by Dr. George Ziegelmueller and Dr. Jack Kay. Dr. Sue Wenzlaff and Jim Dutcher would have key leadership roles. Additional members will include Wayne State debate alumni and high school debate coaches. We have budgeted for an assistant who can devote full-time to tournament planning in the months prior to the event. Other WSDC alumni residing in the U.S. have pledged help during the event.

Timeline for Release of Topics and Sides:

We propose to release topics by the end of November and sides approximately one month prior to the tournament. 
Contact Information:

For questions please contact Dr. Jack Kay. Email address is ab8160@wayne.edu; phone is 313.577.2254; fax is 313.577.5666; mailing address is Provost Office, Wayne State University, 656 W. Kirby, 4129 FAB, Detroit, MI 48202, USA.

Wayne State University believes it has the resources, expertise, enthusiasm and devotion to provide the World Schools Debating Championships a truly outstanding experience. Please feel free to contact us with any questions whatsoever.

Cordially,

Jack Kay




George W. Ziegelmuller

Associate Provost



University Distinguished Professor and

Professor of Communication

Director of Forensics






