This is the first of four newsletters we will be posting to keep you up to date on our plans for WSDC Washington, D.C. 2008.  We are all having great fun overcoming obstacles and breaking down brick walls to make this a remarkable experience.  We look forward to having you as our guests from September 5, 2008 to September 15, 2008.

Many of you will need a visa to enter the United States.  Unfortunately there is nothing we can do to assist in this process.  The web site we used for information is http://travel.state.gov/visa, but please check with your specific embassies for specific information.  Everyone will need a machine readable passport and the following countries participate in the Visa Waiver Program:


Andorra
Finland

Japan

Norway
Sweden 

Australia
France

Liechtenstein
Portugal
Switzerland

Austria

Germany
Luxembourg
San Marino
United Kingdom


Belgium
Iceland

Monaco
Singapore

Brunei

Ireland

Netherlands
Slovenia


Denmark
Italy

New Zealand
Spain

Citizens from Canada and Mexico can find additional information on the Homeland Security web site.
We will be greeting everyone at Ronald Reagan Airport, which is just a short ride to Crystal City, Virginia, where our hotel is located.  Hopefully, everyone will enter the country at one of our major ports and transfer to a domestic flight for the last leg of your journey.  We regret that we can only provide transportation to the hotel from Ronald Reagan.

We will be staying at the Hyatt Hotel in Crystal City.  This is a beautiful full service hotel that is accessible to the Washington DC metro.  The metro is a convenient and inexpensive way to see all the important sights in Washington.  You could spend a week just going through the Smithsonian Institute, an educational and research institute with over nineteen museums containing 142 million items in its collection.  You will also want to see many of the other points of interest such as the African Museum and the Holocaust Museum, Arlington Cemetery, the Capital building, and the National Archives.  Try to get to some of the fun museums such as the Spy Museum and the Postal Museum.  The list is endless and we will have a packet ready for you on arrival to help you maximize the experience.  Entrance to all museums and monuments in Washington that are run by the Federal Government are free of charge.  We are also trying to make sure you have some free time to just wander through such wonderful neighborhoods as Georgetown and Chinatown.  Many of you may want to extend your stay in the United States and visit some of our other exciting cities, such as Baltimore, Philadelphia, New York, or Boston.  Trains from historic Union Station can take you there.  

We are exploring some interesting places for you to visit on tour day.  Mount Vernon, the home of George Washington, is very accessible.  A pleasant boat ride to Mount Vernon lets you experience what it was like to arrive at the mansion in the eighteenth century.  Monticello, the home of Thomas Jefferson, and Williamsburg, a restoration of the eighteenth century colony, is only about two hours away.  For the shoppers among you, the Inner Harbor in Baltimore is a day trip.  History buffs might enjoy a two hour trip to Philadelphia or to Gettysburg.  Look for more information on these opportunities in upcoming newsletters.

We are all excited about having you as our guests and will do whatever possible to facilitate you visit.  For you convenience, we have established a web site at http://web.mac.com/wsdc2008.  This is where you can find any future newsletters, the schedule, and registration.  We also have a Face book group started and hope you will join and let us know about you.  If you need personal contact, I can be reached at phyllishi@aol.com.  






See you all next September,






Phyllis Hirth






Convener, WSDC – Washington, D.C. 2008         

